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	Holocaust research is an interdisciplinary field. Therefore it demands the application and dissemination of a very wide range of methodologies. The aim of this network activity is to facilitate exchanges of information between experts of various subfields and through their cooperation to create the methodological bases of Holocaust remembrance and research.

In 2012-2013 we organized workshops in three methodological areas for Holocaust research: 

1. Collecting written and oral testimonies of Holocaust survivors –  exploration of some of the core issues that exist around collecting, accessing and using Holocaust testimonies and assessment of future priorities facing this area of Holocaust research and archiving
2. Early attempts of Holocaust Documentation – comparative perspective on early Jewish and non-Jewish documentary projects, including historical commissions and documentation committees that collected documents and conducted interviews with Holocaust survivors
3. Geography of the Holocaust –  examination of interdisciplinary approaches and novel technologies that provide new and additional methods to convey and visualise relationships between geographic aspects of events and processes, landscape, environment, traffic routes, and more that impacted on plans and actions in the context of the Holocaust. 
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D6.3 – Three Interdisciplinary Workshops:
1. Collecting written and oral testimonies of Holocaust survivors
2. Early attempts of Holocaust documentation
3. Geography of the Holocaust 
Background:
Holocaust research is an interdisciplinary field. Therefore it demands the application and dissemination of a very wide range of methodologies. The aim of this network activity is to facilitate exchanges of information between experts of various subfields and through their cooperation to create the methodological bases of Holocaust remembrance and research.

One of the aims of the project is to create ties between the experts of a special field within the research of the Holocaust and also between the experts of related areas, mainly in other EU infrastructure projects like DARIAH etc.. This approach aids not only the development of Holocaust research but also the particular discipline in general.

During the first operational year we organized activities in two crucial methodological areas for Holocaust research: 

1. Collecting written and oral testimonies of Holocaust survivors

2. Early attempts of Holocaust documentation

3. Geography and Holocaust research
Collecting Written and Oral Testimonies of Holocaust Survivors

Truth and Witness: An International Workshop on Holocaust Testimonies

The workshop: "Truth and Witness: An International Workshop on Holocaust Testimonies" took place at the Wiener Library in London on 30 April-2 May 2012, in the framework of the EHRI project.

Goals of the Workshop
Written and oral testimonies of Holocaust survivors, along with personal documentation such as letters and diaries, can provide information and details otherwise unavailable in the numerous official sources concerning the persecution and murder of the Jews.  Consequently, the use of these sources has both practical and ethical imperatives – testimony can add telling details, and it can also allow the individual characters of the victims to emerge.  However, the vast quantity of survivor testimonies now available has been collected at different times, and often in very different contexts.  This can make the use of testimony as historical evidence challenging and, at times, problematic.

The workshop aimed to explore some of the core issues that exist around collecting, accessing and using Holocaust testimonies by reviewing some of the many testimony collections and works undertaken in the past 65 years and reflecting on the content, structure and form of survivor testimonies.  In addition, through a combination of lead papers and roundtable discussions, the workshop aimed to explore the future priorities facing this area of Holocaust research and archiving. 

Participants
 Twenty-one presenters from across Europe, USA and Israel and from a wide range of different backgrounds including researchers, scholars and experts from academic and collection-holding institutions, participated in the workshop.  The workshop also proved immensely popular, with each session fully booked and in most cases oversubscribed.  The sessions attracted a diverse audience including representatives from academic institutions, heritage organisations and Holocaust education organisations, scholars and students, private experts and those with a personal connection or interest in the subject matter. (See detailed workshop program below for list of participants.)
Program

The workshop opened with a session of audio-visual testimonies and the challenges facing the collection and accessibility of this form of testimony.  Discussion in this session highlighted the large number of audio-visual testimony projects on many different scales that are still actively collecting, as well as the problems being faced in making this growing resource accessible to the public.  Problems surrounding editing and translation were raised, as well as an examination of the crucial but often overlooked role of the interviewer.

The second day of the workshop opened with a session on the Timing of Testimony, examining notable collections of early and late testimonies currently available and comparing contemporary and retrospective accounts.  This session served to highlight some of the inherent problems with using testimony – research that had compared contemporary and retrospective accounts emphasising the inconsistencies and disparities of individual testimony.  However, discussion in the session also highlighted the importance of combining testimony with other historical sources and the possibility of building these inconsistencies and variations into the over-arching psychological narrative of the witness.  The afternoon’s session on ‘Testimony as Evidence; Evidence as Testimony’ looked at the creation of bodies of evidence though war crimes trials as well as the issue of testimony being undermined in the court room.  Again the range of papers, covering research into different trials at different times, looked at the different legal and historical perspectives.

The third day of the workshop covered two topics which can lead to particular problems with the use of testimony – the issues of translation and of false testimony.  Discussions around translation tackled the apparently insurmountable problem of making Holocaust testimony available in different languages and the subtle linguistic differences that make this process such a challenge.  Discussion ranged from the minutiae of individual words having different meanings, through to the capturing of tone and bias, as well as branching out to the ‘translation’ of deaf Holocaust testimonies – a very new and interesting area of research.  As one of the core issues facing the EHRI project, the different approaches to translation were particularly interesting.  The papers on ‘False Testimony’ naturally drew on similar themes to the translation session in examining and evaluating meanings.  The session highlighted a troubling aspect of Holocaust historiography but also underlined the quality of much of the current research taking place which has exposed falsifications and so serves to protect authentic memory.
	AUDIOVISUAL TESTIMONIES

	14:30
	Presenting Audiovisual Testimonies to the Public:

Challenges and Dilemmas
	Yael Gherman

Yad Vashem 

	15:30 -

17:00 
	Panel Discussion: Audiovisual Testimonies

Chaired by Professor David Cesarani

	
	Echoes from History: Third Reich voices from 'the perpetrator side'
	Luke Holland

	
	The Creation of an Image and a Language of the Holocaust through Visual History Interviews
	Jan Taubitz

Erfurt University

	
	Producing Oral History Testimonies: The Role of the Interviewer in Shaping Narratives
	Dr Bea Lewkowicz

IGRS, School of Advanced Studies


Monday 30 April

Tuesday 1st May 2012

	TIMING OF TESIMONIES

	10:00 – 10:45
	Contemporary and Retrospective Holocaust Testimonies by Jews in the Netherlands
	Dr Ruth Levitt

The Wiener Library

	11:00 – 12:30
	Panel Discussion: Timing of Testimonies

Chaired by Dr. Olaf Jensen

	
	Early and Later Survivor Testimonies: An Exploration in Memory and Meaning Making
	Dr Sharon Cohen

Avraham Harman Institute of Contemporary Jewry, Hebrew University Jerusalem

	
	Between Memory, Representation and Perception in the usage of Holocaust Survivor’s Testimony
	Yoav Heller

Royal Holloway, University of London

	
	Truth and Witness Mirrored in the Variety of the ITS Collections
	Karsten Kühnel and René Bienert

International Tracing Service

	TESTIMONY AS EVIDENCE; EVIDENCE AS TESTIMONY

	14:00 – 14:45
	The Search for Survivors: Prosecutors, Jewish Organisations and Survivor Testimony in West German Courts
	Patrick Tobin

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

	15.00 – 16.30
	Panel Discussion: Testimony as Evidence; Evidence as Testimony

Chaired by Philip Spencer

	
	French Former Deportees Giving Evidence in British Trials against German War Criminals
	Maxime Brebant

University of Reading

	
	Post-war Criminal Case Files as Sources for Researching the Holocaust in Belgium.  The Trials against Members of the Gestapo
	Robby Van Eetvelde

Loughborough University

	
	Testimony in Postwar Trials of Accused Collaborators in Poland
	Joanna Sliwa

Strassler Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies, Clark University

	17:00
	Evening Lecture at the German Historical Institute London

The Rescue of Memory: Retracing the Wartime Activities of an Anti-Nazi Group 

Mark Roseman (Indiana University)

 


Wednesday 2nd May 2012

	TRANSLATION OF HOLOCAUST TESTIMONIES

	10:00 – 10:45
	Translation and Access to the USHMM's "Witnesses, Collaborators, and Perpetrators" Oral Testimony Project 


	Dr Neal Guthrie

Holocaust Survivors and Victims Resource Centre, USHMM

	11:00 – 12:30
	Panel Discussion: Translation of Holocaust Testimonies

Chaired by Ben Barkow

	
	Nothing but Loss? Holocaust Testimonies and the Work of Translation
	Professor Peter Davies

University of Edinburgh

	
	Switching Codes, Switching Cultures?  Holocaust Testimonies, Migration and Translation
	Dr Andrea Hammel

Aberystwyth University

	
	“Wait! I Want That in Order!”  David Boder’s Interviews with Underage Holocaust Survivors
	Dr Beate Muller

Newcastle University

	
	Overcoming the Past, Determining its Consequences and Finding Solutions for the Present.  A Contribution for Deaf Studies and Sign Language Education
	Mark Zaurov

University of Hamburg

Fellow Charles H Revson Foundation, USHMM

	FALSE TESTIMONY

	14:00 -14:45
	False Holocaust Testimony: Translating the Self
	Professor Sue Vice

Sheffield University

	15.00 – 16.30
	Panel Discussion: False Testimony

Chaired by Prof. Bob Eaglestone

	
	Evaluating the Credibility of War Time Memoirs and Testimonies
	Dr Regina Gruter

Het Nederlandse Rode Kruis

	
	Denis Avey and the Problem of False Holocaust Memories
	Guy Walters

Newcastle University


Evaluation

Drawing together researchers from different disciplines and backgrounds along with a varied audience allowed for stimulating and wide-ranging discussions in all sessions, and served to promote networking and participation, enabling those from outside the traditional Holocaust research field to interact with existing experts.  Presentations and associated discussions were able fully to interrogate the core issues inherent in Holocaust testimony, exploring specific research challenges faced by scholars in the context of the challenges faced by those responsible for collecting and securing testimony collections.

Overall, the workshop served to highlight the importance of the EHRI project.  Working with testimonies can provide hugely valuable insights into the Holocaust era.  However, it also requires the close cooperation and collaboration only possible through initiatives such as EHRI.  By sharing good practice, skills and resources, testimony can be set into its appropriate context, thereby creating a significantly more valuable resource not only able to provide individual character and insight, but to serve to inform and challenge our assumptions.

Early Attempts of Holocaust Documentation
Workshop: Early Attempts at the Historical Documentation of the Holocaust

The international workshop: "Early Attempts at the Historical Documentation of the Holocaust" took place at the Holocaust Memorial Centre (Holokauszt Emlékközpont) in Budapest on 27-28 November 2012, in the framework of the EHRI project.
Goals of the Workshop
The workshop aimed to provide a comparative perspective on early Jewish and non-Jewish documentary projects, including historical commissions and documentation committees that collected documents and conducted interviews with Holocaust survivors. The significance of this theme lies in discussing the archives not as definite, stable and objective sets of documents, but as (partly) constructed entities. Looking at the attempts of mostly Jewish survivors to re-construct the documentation, in the face of wide-spread Nazi destruction of documents at the end of the war, also highlights connections between archives and identities and the role of documentation/archiving as a way to cope with genocide.
Participants of the workshop were invited to present their findings pertaining to the early attempts to document the mass destruction of European Jews during WWII in a comparative perspective, with special emphasis on documentation projects which have been researched to a lesser extent, often those from Central, Eastern, and South-Eastern Europe. The period covered by the papers ranged from the beginning of WWII to the end of the 1950s, before the growth of scholarly interest in the Holocaust.
The meeting was coordinated with the more broadly conceived conference “Before the Holocaust had its Name... Early Confrontations of the Nazi Mass Murder of the Jews” of the Vienna Wiesenthal Institute for Holocaust Studies which took place in Vienna on November 29 to December 1, 2012.

Participants

Twenty-one historians and other social science scholars from nine European countries, the US and Israel participated in the workshop, including representatives of academic institutions and museums as well as leaders and archivists of key collection-holding institutions. Even though the workshop was not intended to attract a wider audience, each session was attended by a small number of guests, including scholars and students of Budapest-based universities, and private experts, who also actively participated in the discussion. (See detailed workshop program below for list of participants.)
Program
The two-day workshop opened with a keynote lecture by Laura Jockusch (Hebrew University, Jerusalem) based on her recently published book Collect and Record! Jewish Holocaust Documentation in Early Postwar Europe (NY: Oxford Univ. Press, 2012). She provided a comparative overview of the initiatives in France, Poland, and in German DP camps. She highlighted both the complex situation of Holocaust survivors and the agency with which some of them engaged in documentation projects which started immediately after liberation and were often related to war-time, clandestine documentation. Jockusch highlighted the significance of the testimony and documents collected by survivors in the immediate aftermath of the Holocaust and argued that the early documentation projects were partly forgotten and overshadowed by the rise of oral history projects since the 1970s.

The workshop continued with 15 panel presentations in five panels. Participants summarized their findings in 20-minute presentations, followed by 40 to 60 minutes of panel discussions. The three panels on the first day of the workshop were devoted to the early documentation projects, from personal initiatives, through historical committees to more institutionalized documentation efforts. The documentation of the Holocaust was distinctly related to post-WWII investigation of war crimes and the process of retribution. While a full discussion of this subject was beyond the format of the workshop, a panel with three papers explored selected aspects and introduced further national contexts. Finally, one panel dealt with the recording of the names of victims and survivors, which was an important facet of war-time and post-war documentation from the very outset. The panels were followed by an individual presentation of Anca Ciuciu (Center for the Study of the Romanian Jewry/Federation of Jewish Communities in Romania) on the photographic documentation of the Bucharest and Iaşi pogroms. The official program ended with a final discussion and the concluding remarks of Michal Frankl (Jewish Museum in Prague). 
	Monday 26 November

	

	16:00 – 18:00
	Guided tour of the Holocaust Memorial Centre's permanent exhibition entitled “From Deprivation of Rights to Genocide” with historian László Csősz (optional)

	Tuesday 27 November

	09:00 – 09:30
	Welcoming remarks:

Szabolcs Szita, Director, Holocaust Memorial Centre, Budapest

Michal Frankl, Deputy Director, Jewish Museum in Prague

László Csősz, Holocaust Memorial Centre, Budapest

	09:30 – 10:30
	Keynote lecture: 

Early Chroniclers of the Holocaust: Jewish Historical Commissions and Documentation Centers in the Aftermath of the Second World War
	Laura Jockusch

Hebrew University of Jerusalem

	I. DOCUMENTATION AND RESTORATION OF JEWISH LIFE

	11:00 – 13:00
	Testimony and Archives
Chair: Ben Barkow, Director, The Wiener Library, London

	
	Koniuchovsky's Collection and Its Uniqueness

for Research of the Holocaust in Provincial Lithuania
	Ben-Tsiyon Klibansky 

Tel-Aviv University

	
	Communal Testimony: Szymon Datner’s

Early Holocaust Historiography on the Jews of Białystok
	Katrin Stoll 

German Historical Institute Warsaw

	
	Jenő Lévai and the Early Documentation of the Holocaust in Hungary
	Ferenc Laczó 

FSU Jena

	14:30 – 16:30
	Documentation Projects
Chair: Michal Frankl, Jewish Museum in Prague, Czech Republic

	
	“Here We will Build a Documentation Center” –

The Ghetto Fighters’ House as a Pioneer in Research of the Holocaust Period
	Lior Inbar 
Ghetto Fighters’ House, Israel

	
	The Creation and Early Years of the CDJC
	Tal Bruttmann, Ville de Grenoble

	
	Muslims, Christians and Jews: Documenting and Commemorating the Holocaust in North Africa
	Johannes Heuman 
Stockholm University/IHTP-CNRS Paris

	
	The Documentation Action in Prague between Zionism and Czech Patriotism
	Peter Hallama 
University of Munich, Germany Fondation pour la Mémoire de la Shoah, France

	17:00 – 19:00
	Institutional Projects
Chair: Veerle Vanden Daelen, CEGES-SOMA, Belgium

	
	The Wiener Library for the Study of the Holocaust and Genocide: Documentation and Testimony 1933-1960
	Ben Barkow 

The Wiener Library, London

	
	Yad Vashem's Documentation Predicament 1947- 1957
	Boaz Cohen 

Western Galilee College, Akko/Shaanan College, Haifa, Israel

	
	The Dutch State Institute for War Documentation and the Collecting of Documents about the Holocaust between 1945 and 1950
	Annemieke van Bockxmeer 

NIOD, Amsterdam

	Wednesday 28 November

	II. STATE, JUSTICE AND DOCUMENTATION

	09:00 – 11:00
	Chair: Conny Kristel, NIOD, Amsterdam

	
	“A Work of Science and Justice.” The Centre de Documentation Juive Contemporaine in Paris and the Uses of Holocaust Archival Material in the Fight for Justice, from Its Creation to the Late Sixties
	Simon Perego 

Centre d’Histoire de Sciences Po, Paris

	
	Czechoslovak People’s Courts Files as a Historical Source
	Lenka Šindelářová 

Jewish Museum in Prague

	
	Limitations on WWII German Crimes

Prosecution in Greece
	Kateřina Králová 

Balkan, Eurasian and Central European Studies Institute of International Studies, Charles University, Prague

	III. TRACING FATES AND NAMES

	11:30 – 13:00
	Chair: Diane Afoumado, USHMM, Washington

	
	The Central Location Index
	Riki Bodenheimer 

Yad Vashem, Jerusalem

	
	Documenting by Tracing – The Child Search Branch at Arolsen and the Holocaust
	Ina Schulz 

International Tracing Service, Bad Arolsen, Germany

	14:00 – 14:30
	Individual Presentation

Images from the Black Book by Matatias Carp about the Bucharest and Iaşi Pogroms and Transnistria
	Anca Ciuciu 

Center for the Study of the History of Romanian Jewry/Federation of Jewish Communities in Romania, Bucharest

	14:30 – 15:30
	Concluding Remarks and Discussion

Michael Frankl, Jewish Museum in Prague


Evaluation
The overall aim of the EHRI, to connect and to make accessible Holocaust-related archival material, raises the principal issue of the origins of these collections. In order to understand the structure, contents, and historical value of the sources preserved in European archives and other documentation centres, we must explore who created these collections and how they were created: what were the political circumstances, resources and motivations surrounding these early documentary projects. The workshop which aimed to reconstruct the activities of the Jewish post-war documentation projects and to place them into a comparative context was an important step towards the broader understanding of this complex historical problem. Furthermore, the history of these initiatives is closely intertwined with various facets of post-1945 European history. Presentations also explored the links and connections between these initiatives and other political, social, and cultural phenomena in postwar Europe, such as restitution, relief, legal processes against and pursuit of perpetrators, postwar antisemitism, and the birth of the State of Israel.

The discussions demonstrated the need for further comparative research and exploration of the connections between the Jewish documentation projects and non-Jewish documentation, as well as wider phenomena, such as the relationship between archives and concepts of citizenship and how the shift towards ethnicization of citizenship in war-time and early post-WWII Europe influenced archiving of the traumatic events from the recent past. The participants stressed the significance of the early testimonies and the urge to analyse these unique collections on a comparative basis.

Geography of the Holocaust
Workshop: Geography and Holocaust Research
The international workshop: "Geography and Holocaust Research" took place at the International Tracing Service in Bad Arolsen, Germany on 27-29 May 2013, in the framework of the EHRI project.
Goals of the Workshop
Geographic aspects of events and processes, landscape, environment, traffic routes, and more, all impacted heavily and sometimes decisively on plans and actions in the context of the Holocaust. The examination of geographic characteristics and the application of geographical methods to the historical research of the Holocaust are, of course, not new. Novel technologies and interdisciplinary approaches, however, should provide new and additional methods to better convey and visualise relationships between parameters that affected the sequence of activities and events throughout this specific period in history.

The workshop intended to present and analyze findings and projects that focus on, in particular, the use of geographical components of interdisciplinary research in the context of the Holocaust. These findings and projects were to either pertain directly to Holocaust research or present an impetus for the integration of geographical methodologies into historical research in general. The workshop aimed to identify new methods and approaches most likely to be adopted and used in order to deepen and facilitate the understanding of the importance of geographic factors in the planning and implementation of the Final Solution.
Participants
Eighteen presenters from across Europe, USA and Israel including historians and archivists, as well as geographers and representatives of related disciplines as social sciences, economics and more, participated in the workshop. While most of the participants presented individual research, there were also presentations of collaborative research done within the framework of the "Holocaust Geographies" initiative as part of The Spatial History Project at the Stanford University. The workshop was also attended by a number of private experts and representatives of the International Tracing Service that hosted the event in Bad Arolsen. (See detailed workshop program below for list of participants.)
Program
The first day of the workshop opened with two stand-alone presentations by representatives of the organizing institutions. One discussed the tragic circumstances of the Death Marches (timetable, routes, victims) and the different academic approaches to this historical phenomenon as documented in a special research project led by the ITS. The other presented a couple of online projects developed at Yad Vashem that have an important geographic dimension, dealing with the location of mass killing sites in the former USSR as well as with the departing points and itineraries of the deportation transports across Europe.
A panel dedicated to specific locations or events in the Holocaust period analyzed how physical geographic factors and changing administrative boundaries impacted, over time, on the lives and fate of the victims of anti-Jewish persecution in places as different as 1938 Germany, the Krakow Ghetto, Auschwitz and the Independent State of Croatia. 
A second panel on modern geo-technologies applied to Holocaust topics discussed projects using specific technical methods such as GIS in the attempt to better organize and then visualize the existing historical data in a spatial perspective with the purpose of identifying underlying spatio-temporal patterns and social networks in the context of the Holocaust. 
During the second day the focus of the discussion was directed to geographical maps, atlases and databases that have relevance for the topic of the Holocaust: the political motives and considerations behind borders changes on political maps according to the interests of the publisher; the importance and possible impact of Holocaust atlases for specific countries, as well as the need for databases for documenting and managing names of geographic locations and persecution sites to facilitate cataloguing of archive material and research work on the topic.

The afternoon was dedicated to a visit to the Wewelburg castle were a SS cadre school and a work camp were located under Nazi rule.

The third day of the workshop covered broader Holocaust related phenomena in a geographical context ranging from geographic factors' impact on immigration policies, mapping of camps and detention sites systems as well as geographic aspects reflected in survivors' testimonies and post war registration forms.    
	Monday 27 May

	09:00 – 09:30
	Welcoming remarks:

Rebecca Boehling, Director, International Tracing Service, Bad Arolsen
Alexander Avram, Director, Hall of Names, Yad Vashem

	09:30 – 10:30
	Individual Presentations: 

	
	The Death Marches: Routes, Victims and

Academic Approaches - A Synopsis of an ITS Project
	Susanne Urban

Head of Department for Research and Education , ITS, Bad Arolsen

	
	Yad Vashem's Online Projects and the Geography of the Holocaust
	Lital Beer, Head of Reference and Information Services, Yad Vashem

	I. SPECIFIC LOCATIONS OR EVENTS IN THE HOLOCAUST PERIOD

	11:00 – 13:15
	Chair: Alberto Giordano, Department of Geography, Texas State University

	
	The Ghetto in Kraków – How Geography affected the Fate of Krakovian Jews during the Holocaust
	Joanna Sliwa 
Strassler Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies, Clark University

	
	The Geographies of the Novemberpogrom 1938

(Kristallnacht)
	Ruth Levitt

Wiener Library, London

	
	The Shifting Genocidal Frontier of Auschwitz
	Arjen Ligtvoet

University of Groningen

	
	The Significance of Geography in a Civil War - Spatial Dimensions of Mass Violence, Croatia 1941-1945
	Alexander Korb

Imre-Kertész-Kolleg Jena/University of Leicester

	II. MODERN GEO-TECHNOLOGIES APPLIED TO HOLOCAUST TOPICS

	14:45 – 16:00
16:30 – 17:45
	Chair: Alexander Avram,  Director, Hall of Names, Yad Vashem

	
	Rome, 16 October 1943 - Anatomy of a Deportation: Mapping of the Round-up of the Jews
	Claudio Procaccia
 ASCER

	
	Spatialities of the SS Concentration Camps
	Anne Kelly Knowles

Middlebury College, Vermont

	
	Spatialities of Ghettoization: Budapest 1944
	Alberto Giordano
Department of Geography, Texas State University

	
	Spatio-temporal Patterns and Social Networks of the

Holocaust: A Case-Study of Jews Arrested at the Swiss-Italian Border
	Anna Holian

Arizona State University

	Tuesday 28 May

	III. GEOGRAPHICAL MAPS, ATLASES AND DATABASES AND THE HOLOCAUST

	09:00 – 10:15

10:45 – 12:00
	Chair:  Diane Afoumado, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum

	
	Political Maps Issued during World War II: A Review
	Pavel Ilyin
USHMM

	
	Mapping the Holocaust
	Harrie Teunissen
Jewish Study Centre Leiden/Jewish Historical Museum Amsterdam

	
	Holocaust Atlas of Lithuania Project: History and Geography Working Together
	Milda Jakulyte-Vasil, 
Vilna Gaon State Jewish Museum, Vilnius

	
	Geographic Places and Persecution Sites Authority List at Yad Vashem 
	Alexander Avram

Director, Hall of Names, Yad Vashem 

	12:50 – 18:30
	Visit to Wewelburg castle

	Wednesday 29 May

	IV. BROADER HOLOCAUST RELATED PHENOMENA IN GEOGRAPHICAL CONTEXT

	19:30 – 12:00


	Chair:  Susanne Urban, International Tracing Service, Bad Arolsen

	
	Mapping Testimonies. Using the Online Archive “Forced Labor 1939-1945” for Geographical Analysis
	Cord Pagenstecher

Freie Universität Berlin, Center for Digital Systems (CeDiS)

	
	The Italian Fascist Camps from the Wars in Africa to the Republic of Salò
	Roman Herzog

AUDIODOC, Rome

	
	The “Care and Maintenance in Germany” Collection as a Reflection of DP’s Self-Identification and Postwar Emigration
	Diane Afoumado
USHMM

	
	America, The Promised Land? How Geographical

Distance Impacted the United States’ Decision to Accept Refugees during the Second World War
	Elizabeth Ann Bryant

Florida State University

	12:30 – 13:30
	Concluding Remarks and Discussion

	14:00
	Guided tour of ITS (optional)


Evaluation
The gathering of researchers and presenters from different disciplines and backgrounds facilitated a wide review of various geographic aspects which may have had an impact on the planning and development of the Final Solution. The presentations and subsequent stimulating discussions in all sessions provided an exploration of the geographic dimension of the events on the whole as well as in successive phases, placing them in a different perspective than the purely time-historical one that generally characterizes Holocaust research. 
The importance of new technological tools from the geographic realm was especially stressed, together with the great benefit that they can contribute when applied to Holocaust research. The application of GIS techniques to databases generated from Holocaust-related documentation, especially at the level of the individual victims/persecutees or small scale events (arrests, deportation transports, etc.), can result not only in an altogether new visualization of the actual facts but also in generating a better understanding thereof and in raising new research questions that could not be envisioned before.    
The workshop helped to highlight the importance of the EHRI project in promoting networking and participation that enable researchers from different fields to work together on Holocaust-related topics. Irrespective of the value of individual studies, close cooperation and collaboration that only initiatives such as EHRI can facilitate are required in order to obtain more significant results that would significantly impact on the research in this field. It is to be hoped that this workshop will give incentive to future collaborative projects on geography and the Holocaust. 
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