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	Holocaust research is an interdisciplinary field. Therefore it demands the application and dissemination of a very wide range of methodologies. The aim of this network activity is to facilitate exchanges of information between experts of various subfields and through their cooperation to create the methodological bases of Holocaust remembrance and research.

During the first operational year we organized workshops in two crucial methodological areas for Holocaust research: 

1. Collecting of personal data about Holocaust victims - The workshop focused on the implications of reaching the milestone of 4 million Shoah victims documented in Yad Vashem’s Central Database of Shoah Victims’ Names and the impact on further efforts towards the collection of Holocaust victims' names. The main purpose of the workshop was to look for, present and discuss new, additional or alternative sources of names from the areas where a high percentage of Holocaust Victims are still nameless such as the former USSR, Poland, Romania, Hungary, Lithuania etc. 

2. Holocaust Visual Documentation (photographs) - The workshop aimed to combine the growing academic interest in photography with the increasing digitisation and opening up of photographic archives. Archivists of image collections and e-scientists were invited to discuss how EHRI can fulfil its purpose of creating a European research infrastructure, focusing on the photographic representation of the Holocaust.  
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D6.1 – Two Interdisciplinary Workshops:
1. Collecting of Personal Data of Holocaust Victims (Names Collection)
2. Holocaust Visual Documentation

Background:
Holocaust research is an interdisciplinary field. Therefore it demands the application and dissemination of a very wide range of methodologies. The aim of this network activity is to facilitate exchanges of information between experts of various subfields and through their cooperation to create the methodological bases of Holocaust remembrance and research.

One of the aims of the project is to create ties between the experts of a special field within the research of the Holocaust and also between the experts of related areas, mainly in other EU infrastructure projects like DARIAH etc.. This approach aids not only the development of Holocaust research but also the particular discipline in general.
During the first operational year we organized activities in two crucial methodological areas for Holocaust research: 

1. Collecting of personal data about Holocaust victims

2. Working with visual documentation of the Holocaust (photographs and film footages)
1. Collecting of personal data about Holocaust victims

Millions had been murdered in the Holocaust. Entire Jewish communities were destroyed without leaving any trace. Documents concerning the fate of the victims are typically fragmented and can be found all over the world. Therefore locating, interpreting, and presenting/displaying the documents necessitate both efficient cooperation between the experts and interdisciplinary approaches. Furthermore, researchers concerned with the fate of Holocaust victims are also working all over the world. It is crucial thus to discover and connect the various centers of research by creating infrastructure to exchange information and research methods.
2. Working with visual documentation of the Holocaust
Photographic documentation of the Holocaust is one of the most powerful resources about this event. Photographs were used soon after WWII to represent and document the Holocaust. This tendency continued later when visual documentation was heavily used in museums and exhibitions dedicated to the commemoration and research of the Holocaust. Besides giving a face to the victims, in many cases photos are the only document left of people that perished in the Holocaust.
The increased interest in Holocaust photos and the background of their creation requires increased attention to their cataloguing, storage and dissemination. All these activities demand specific expertise – both historical and technical.  Users demand more information about the material they see, and the diversity of the medias used these days to present photos requires the use of different modern information technologies.

Some of the problems encountered quite often by researchers and other users of Holocaust photos are lack of sufficient information about specific photos and different information about the same photo deposited in different archives. Another problem is the question of authentication. It is important mainly because of its visual character: photos are more open to subjective interpretation then most written documents.

Collecting of Personal Data of Holocaust Victims

Workshop: "Recording the Names - Four Million Shoah Victims Documented: The Impact on the Collection of Holocaust Victims' Names
An international workshop: "Recording the Names - Four Million Shoah Victims Documented: The Impact on the Collection of Holocaust Victims' Names", took place at Yad Vashem in Jerusalem on July 3-6, 2011 in the framework the EHRI project (European Holocaust Research Infrastructure). (It should be noted that this was the sixth in the series of “Recording the Names” workshops organized by Yad Vashem.)
Goals of the Workshop

The workshop was intended to focus on the implications of reaching the milestone of 4 million Shoah victims documented in Yad Vashem’s Central Database of Shoah Victims’ Names and the impact on further efforts towards the collection of Holocaust victims' names. It is important to emphasize that Yad Vashem's ability to gather this vast amount of names was dependent on international cooperation with institutions in a number of countries.

The main purpose for this year's workshop was to look for, present and discuss new, additional or alternative sources of names from the areas where a high percentage of Holocaust Victims are still nameless such as the former USSR, Poland, Romania, Hungary, Lithuania etc.  The idea was to map the potential for new or additional sources of Holocaust victims with the help of local surveys and/or estimates of different sources available in archives, libraries, monuments or memorial projects and any other types of repositories relevant to Holocaust victims from the East European countries. 

Another purpose was to discuss the current and potential uses of the victims’ names repositories and analyze the victims’ names repositories users’ behavior and needs as well as to develop cooperation with users groups and communities such as family researchers, communities associations and memorial projects and harness the users’ potential to help with adding new victims’ names or new documentation on already documented victims.

Last but not least was the intention to discuss new technological procedures for cross-referencing data and possibilities to integrate new knowledge tools (soundex and the likes) to optimize retrieval of names data.

Participants

We succeeded to secure the participation of about 22 attendees from abroad and also a number of attendees from Israel, representing a large array of institutions and associations as well as private experts. A very high level of representation was achieved, not only of experts and chiefs of projects but also of directors and/or presidents of local and even national archives and organizations, among them Vladimir Adamushko, Director of Archives and Records Management under the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Belarus, Ryszard Wojtkowski Director of the State Archive of the Capital City of Warsaw, Dariusz Pawłoś Chairman of the Foundation for Polish-German Reconciliation, Warsaw, Reimer Möller Director of Archives at Gedenkstaette Neuengamme, among others.
Also among the participants were senior representatives of genealogical organizations, representing some of the main users of names databases.

List of Participants:
Haim Gertner, Director, Archives Division, Yad Vashem, Jerusalem, Israel
Alexander Avraham, Director, Hall of Names, Yad Vashem, Jerusalem, Israel
Kinga Frojimovics, Archives Division, Yad Vashem, Jerusalem, Israel
László Csősz, Holocaust Memorial Center, Budapest, Hungary
Judit Molnár, University of Szeged - Yad Vashem Hungarian Research Team, Szeged-Budapest, Hungary
Attila Gidó, Institute for the Study of National Minorities’ Problems, Cluj, Romania
Laura Degeratu, Elie Wiesel Institute for the Study of the Holocaust, Bucharest, Romania
Masha Yonin, Archives Division, Yad Vashem, Jerusalem, Israel
Vladimir Adamushko, Department of Archives and Records Management under the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Belarus

Neringa Latvytė-Gustaitienė, History Department, Vilna Gaon State Jewish Museum, Vilnius, Lithuania
Yefim Melamed, Project Judaica, Kiev, Ukraine
Irina Veinberga, Latvian Holocaust Victims Project, Riga, Latvia
Aleksander Vainer, Jewish Welfare and Community Center Hesed Shmuel, Kherson, Ukraine
Serghei Nazaria, State Institute for International Relations of Moldova, Kishinev, Moldova
Victor Tumarkin, ELAR Corporation – Project Memorial, Moscow, Russia
Witold Medykowski, Archives Division, Yad Vashem, Jerusalem, Israel  

Monika Taras, Jewish Historical Institute, Warsaw, Poland
Alina Skibinska, representative in Poland of USHMM

Krzysztof Antończyk, Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum, Poland
Ryszard Wojtkowski and Monika Kowzon-Świtalska, State Archive of the Capital City of Warsaw, Poland
Kazimierz Latuch, Central Statistical Office, Warsaw, Poland
Dariusz Pawłoś, Foundation for Polish-German Reconciliation, Warsaw, Poland
Zvi Bernhardt, Hall of Names, Yad Vashem, Jerusalem, Israel
Karsten Kuhnel, Archival Description, International Tracing Service, Bad Arolsen, Germany
Randolph Davis, Data Management Branch, Holocaust Survivors and Victims Resource Center, USHMM Washington, D.C. USA
Reimer Möller, Gedenkstaette Neuengamme, Germany
Bernd Horstmann, Gedenkstaette Bergen-Belsen, Germany
Alexander Beider, Linguist, Paris, France 

Gary Mokotoff, Avotaynu, Bergenfield, New Jersey, USA
Jean-Pierre Stroweis, Genealogist, Jerusalem, Israel

Program
Most of the sessions included the participants presenting their projects and ideas for further sources of names in their sphere of research. Some of the sessions had multiple translations into Russian, Polish and English to allow all participants to understand the proceedings. The final session dealt with user experience and tools for data retrieval.

Sunday, July 3rd
Gathering and registration at the hotel lobby at 18:00 

Reception at the hotel 19:00

Monday, July 4th
8:45-09:00
Gathering

9:00-11:00
Visit to Holocaust History Museum and the Hall of Names

                        (optional)

11:15-13:30     First session:  

Yad Vashem's names Projects – present and future

Moderator: Haim Gertner, Yad Vashem

· Opening remarks - Avner Shalev, Chairman of Yad Vashem Directorate 

· Round table introduction of the participants 

· Yad Vashem - Status of the Names Computerization Project and plans for the future: Haim Gertner, Archives Division, Alexander Avraham, Hall of Names

13:30-14:30
Lunch break

14:30-17:00 
Second session: 

                        Locating New or Additional Names Sources: Hungary and Romania

                        Moderators: Kinga Frojmovics, Alexander Avraham, Yad Vashem

                        László Csősz, Holocaust Memorial Center, Budapest
 Judit Molnár, University of Szeged - Yad Vashem Hungarian Research Team, Szeged-Budapest

      Attila Gidó, Institute for the Study of National Minorities’ Problems, Cluj

                        Laura Degeratu, Elie Wiesel Institute for the Study of the Holocaust, 

                        Bucharest
· Discussion

Tuesday, July 5th
8:45-09:00
Gathering

9:00-10:30
Third session:

Locating New or Additional Names Sources: Former USSR

Moderator: Masha Yonin, Yad Vashem

Vladimir Adamushko, Department of Archives and Records Management under the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Belarus

Neringa Latvytė-Gustaitienė, History Department, Vilna Gaon State Jewish Museum, Vilnius

Yefim Melamed, Project Judaica, Kiev
· Discussion

10:45-12:45     Fourth session:

Locating New or Additional Names Sources: Former USSR

Moderator: Yefim Melamed, Project Judaica, Kiev
Irina Veinberga, Latvian Holocaust Victims Project, Riga

Aleksander Vainer, Jewish Welfare and Community Center Hesed Shmuel Kherson

Serghei Nazaria, State Institute for International Relations of Moldova, Kishinev

                        Victor Tumarkin, ELAR Corporation – Project Memorial, Moskow

· Discussion

12:45-13:30    Tour of the exhibition “Virtues of Memory” and visit to the indexing team

13:30-14:30
Lunch break

14:30-16:00    Fifth session: 

Locating New or Additional Names Sources: Poland

Moderator: Witold Medykowski, Yad Vashem  

Monika Taras, Jewish Historical Institute, Warsaw

Alina Skibinska, representative in Poland of USHMM, Washington

Krzysztof Antończyk, Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum
· Discussion

16:00-17:30 
Sixth session: 

                        Locating New or Additional Names Sources: Poland

                        Moderator: Krzysztof Antończyk, Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum

Ryszard Wojtkowski and Monika Kowzon-Świtalska, State Archive of the Capital City of Warsaw

Kazimierz Latuch, Central Statistical Office, Warsaw

      Dariusz Pawłoś, Foundation for Polish-German Reconciliation, Warsaw

· Discussion

19:00 

Dinner at the hotel
Wednesday, July 6th
09:00-09:45    

Transports to Extinction Project - Joel Zisenwine, Yad Vashem International Institute for Holocaust Studies

                        Using the Shoah Victims' Names Database to Corroborate Survivor   

                        Testimony - Robert Rozett, Yad Vashem Libraries 
09:45-11:15
Seventh Session:

Recording the Names and Managing Names Data:

Moderator: Zvi Bernhardt, Yad Vashem

Karsten Kuhnel, Archival Description, International Tracing Service, Bad Arolsen

Randolph Davis, Data Management Branch, Holocaust Survivors and Victims Resource Center, USHMM Washington

Reimer Moeller, Gedenkstaette Neuengamme

Bernd Horstmann, Gedenkstaette Bergen Belsen

· Discussion 

11:30-13:30
Eighth session 

Uses of Victims’ Names Repositories and Retrieval Strategies – Experts, Tools and Methodologies

Moderator: Alexander Avraham, Yad Vashem

      Alexander Beider, linguist, Paris 

      Gary Mokotoff, Avotaynu, New Jersey

      Jean-Pierre Stroweis, genealogist, Jerusalem

· Discussion

13:30-14:30 
Lunch break

14:30-16:00
Concluding session:  

Open Discussion on International Cooperation:

Moderator: Haim Gertner, Yad Vashem

· Open Discussion

Closing remarks
Evaluation/Results of the Workshop

Both the sessions and the informal meeting of the experts between sessions helped create or cement ties between the various experts and organizations.  This was particularly important in the case of the eastern European participants, for many of whom this was the first workshop that they participated in.  
The workshop provided the opportunity to enter into negotiations and conclude agreements regarding cooperation with EHRI, specifically as regards the work of WP15 and WP7. Such agreements can assist in mapping collections and allowing access to existing cataloguing and mapping information. Contacts resulting from the workshop will facilitate our efforts to expand the list of organizations affiliated with the EHRI project, organizations that may provide assistance in broadening the scope of mapping and the base of documentation and information that EHRI will ultimately make available.    

During the workshop sessions, a multitude of lesser known sources of names were mentioned by the participants.  Many mentioned metrical records, census materials and court documentation from during and after the World War II.   

One of the subjects that was mentioned frequently was the problems in using various names resources in European countries as a result of extended privacy laws.  It was felt that the various institutions in the EHRI framework should try to work together toward emphasizing that accessing and publishing documentation in the interest of gathering and commemorating the names of those murdered in the Holocaust should be exempt from the more stringent measures of privacy laws, and the various organizations should work together in lobbying for this in the various countries.

Holocaust Visual Documentation
Workshop: The Holocaust and (Digital) Photographic Documentation
An international workshop: "The Holocaust and (Digital) Photographic Documentation", took place at NIOD, Institute for War, Holocaust and Genocide Studies, in Amsterdam on September 19-21, 2011, in the framework of the EHRI project (European Holocaust Research Infrastructure).
Goals of the Workshop
NIOD organized an international expert meeting during which the position of photography in historical research into the Holocaust was discussed. The meeting aimed to combine the growing academic interest in photography with the increasing digitisation and opening up of photographic archives.  The overall goal was to generate a creative exchange between researchers on the many aspects of photographic representation of the Holocaust. Archivists of image collections and e-scientists were invited to discuss how EHRI can fulfil its purpose of creating a European research infrastructure, focussing on the photographic representation of the Holocaust. The organizers invited scientists as well as archivists of image collections. 

The main questions relating to Photographic Representation of the Holocaust were:

· What is the international state of the art regarding research (from different disciplines) of photographs as a source for Holocaust history? Which topics are promising, which approaches should be explored now? How can we find new and cutting-edge scholarly perspectives from which to approach this particular field of research, which requires maximum sensitivity and sophistication?

· How can we identify the present and future users of historical images, and fulfil their needs to the fullest extent possible? What can be considered to be relevant experience and best practices in this field?  

· The history of the Second World War and the Holocaust is often documented via very imposing images. These have had a powerful impact on memory-cultures at many different levels – national, transnational, and group-specific. How can we develop new perspectives on the social, cultural and psychological impact of the representation of the Second World War and the Holocaust? 

In addition, the workshop focused on the Consequences and Challenges of the Digitization of Photographic Collections:

· How shall we envision the role of historical images, photographs in particular,  in an up-to-date visualised E-science environment? 

· What kind of new research questions can be formulated when using large-scale digitized photo collections?

· How can we address and avoid undesirable situations when photographs are accessed on-line and disseminated to large audiences out of context and/or without proper explanation? 

· Which newly-developing techniques in digitizing, inventorying, and making accessible images are relevant in general and in particular in the field of Holocaust studies?  


The over all aim of the organizers of the workshop was to stimulate further discussion among people dealing professionally and in a scholarly manner with Holocaust photography.

Program

After the guests were greeted by Marjan Schwegman, director of NIOD, on the morning of Monday, September 19, 2011, the workshop was opened by René Kok (NIOD). Thereafter, PD Dr. Habbo Knoch (Seminar für Mittlere und Neuere Geschichte) conducted an introduction about the workshop’s theme which concluded with a discussion. The workshop’s program was organized into four sessions spread out over two days. Each session concluded with a lengthy discussion and an exchange of ideas.

Tuesday 20 September 

Session I: Resources and Imagination - Moderator: Kees Ribbens (researcher NIOD)

	Judith Cohen

jcohen@ushmm.org

	United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, USA 


	Photo Verification in the Digital Age

	Ewa Mork

e.m.mork@hlsenteret.no

	Centre for the Study of the Holocaust and Religious Minorities, Norway
	The Use of Historical Images for Research and Educational Purposes in Norway

	Janina Struk

janinas@inweb.co.uk

	n.a. – London, United Kingdom
	The Ghetto Archive: Interpretations and the Plurality of Photographic Meaning

	David W. Wildermuth

meademountain@aol.com

	Shippensburg State University, USA


	More than Meets the Eye: Bombed-out Lida, the German Army and the Holocaust

	László Csösz / János Varga (Varga will not be present)

lcsosz@hdke.hu

	Holocaust Memorial Center / Hungarian National Film Archives,  Hungary


	Visual Representation of the Holocaust in Hungary


Session II: Digitization – Moderator: René Kok (NIOD)

	Effi Neumann

Effi.neumann@yadvashem.org.il

	Yad Vashem, Israel
	Using Social Networking, Crowd Sourcing, User Generated Content and Cloud Computing. The new online Photo Archive at Yad Vashem



	Elana Weiser

Elana.weiser@yadvashem.org.il

	Yad Vashem, Israel
	Gathering the fragments: A national campaign to rescue personal items from the Holocaust period

	Erik Somers

e.somers@niod.knaw.nl

	NIOD Institute for War, Holocaust and Genocide Studies, The Netherlands
	Image Bank WWII, the result of cooperation. Challenges of a new initiative


Wednesday 21 September

Session III: Contextualization – Moderator: Janina Struk
	Martijn Kleppe

kleppe@eshcc.eur.nl

	Erasmus University Rotterdam, The Netherlands


	Photographic Icons – Creating a Research Photo Database

	Ute Wrocklage

Ute.wrocklage@freenet.de

	n.a. – Hamburg, Germany
	The Organised Visual Memory of the Concentration Camps

	Petra Bopp

mail@petrabopp.de
	n.a. – Hamburg, Germany
	Analyzing private war albums of Wehrmacht soldiers in the context of family memories, exhibitions and archives



	Klaus Hesse

hesse@topographie.de

	Topographie des Terrors – Berlin, Germany
	The Camera as Weapon – Typical examples of Anti-Jewish Picture Stories by Professional Photographers and Private Pictorial Documents of Nazi Terror against Polish Jews, 1939-1941 in Comparison




Session IV: Propaganda – Moderator: Erik Somers (NIOD)
	Harriet Scharnberg

Harriet.scharnberg@gmx.de

	Martin-Luther-University, Germany
	Picturing the Jew – Preventing visual impact of Nazi-propaganda on postwar memory cultures by reconstructing propaganda discourses



	Alexander Zöller

Alexander.zoeller@fh-potsdam.de
	University of Applied Science, Germany
	Propagandakompanien (PK) photographs – an overview and comparison

	René Kok

r.kok@niod.knaw.nl

	NIOD Institute for War, Holocaust and Genocide Studies, The Netherlands


	‘Zur Veröffentlichung’. Propaganda and Photography in the occupied Netherlands


In the interest of facilitating a fruitful meeting with interesting debates, each participant was requested to submit a document of 1500-2000 words summarizing the essential issues and findings of their presentations. The summary should have been submitted quite a while before the workshop so that the participants could have enough time to sufficiently prepare for the discussions and exchanges of thoughts and ideas. 

The summaries are available on request from René Kok (NIOD): r.kok@niod.nl
Evaluation

The workshop’s participants concluded after the last session closed that the workshop had met their expectations. It was both effective and constructive to sit together and discuss many issues of mutual interest, in particular because an international infrastructure in which this can be done had been so far lacking. The participants realize that a number of the questions mentioned in the Call for papers were not explicitly answered or were not sufficiently discussed. This is primarily due to time constraints.

The presentations revealed a great variety of national situations in terms of: the number of (available) photos, the accessibility of these visual sources, and the level of digitisation. Also considered was the level of interest among professional researchers (historians, anthropologists, legal experts, non-academics such as reporters), survivors and relatives, school pupils and other educational target groups and the audience at large. 

 Furthermore, there are national differences in the ways activities concerning visual sources of the Holocaust are collected, organized and presented, linked to the goals and structures of various organisations such as Yad Vashem, the USHMM, NIOD, etc.

The contributions and subsequent discussions made it clear once again that there are differences in interpretations of specific photos in the reasons why we collect and study these visual sources. If anything emphasized during these conference days it is the continuous search for contextualized information, that strongly helps to interpret photos (as well as other visual sources like film), to recognize their historical value – but in some cases also to dismiss their (perceived) authenticity, or rather to make us aware of their factual limitations. Some of the discussions illustrated how complex this process of interpretation and verification can be.

The workshop brought forward the realization that photos and films are the results of the human process of framing and representing time, a highly complex phenomenon that cannot be separated from the socio-cultural context and the intentions of the ones making those photos, of the distributors, the reproducers, the viewers and probably also the keepers, the archivists. But despite this knowledge, it has been underlined today that for the general audience a photo is simply a unique document reflecting nothing less than the historical truth. To them, it’s (often) simply the plain truth.

This awareness points out that there is a very wide gap between the assumptions and expectations of this audience (naturally comprising a diverse group of viewers of photos) on the one hand and we as (mostly academic) professionals on the other hand.

The question was raised as to whether digitisation can help bridge this gap. The good news for EHRI is that this issue is so large that by definition it requires a strong international cooperation between all parties involved. It is important that inspiring dialogue continue over the next few years, not only by actually meeting each other in settings like this one but perhaps also in a virtual way by creating an internal wiki for experts.

In this context, there was a broad-based appeal sounded to assess the possibilities for the creation of a communal online Holocaust visual database under the auspices of EHRI. There is a definite need for such a database, which would need to serve as a sort of portal, even though there would be a number of snags and pitfalls in the way of its development. Such a database would allow archival institutions in Eastern Europe to efficiently make their collections, for the most part currently completely unknown to the outside world, accessible. Those groups represented at this workshop have stated their willingness to participate and to provide expert input. 

In the meantime we need to know more about the users and potential users of visual Holocaust sources. What is it that they are (most) interested in, and what kind of material does not seem to attract their interest? We should try to find ways to monitor and analyse their search behaviour (including their activities and support in crowdsourcing). Once this is achieved, we can consider how to make them aware of the limitations and the complexity of the available material, stimulating their critical thinking skills without making them lose their historical interest in the Holocaust and WWII.

Visual material is an increasingly important tool for informing people about the past. The participants of the workshop feel that the job of the participating groups is, under the auspices of EHRI, to make a contribution to the improvement of  the visual literacy of current and future generations. How this meets the needs and expectations of professionals remains to be seen. 

The workshop made it clear that interdepartmental cooperation and agreements between archivists and professional researchers in the area of Second World War photography, particularly images of the Holocaust, is at the moment a rare occurrence. The participants found this conference to be highly constructive and informative. They urgently hope this sort of cooperative effort can continue. EHRI can make more regular, established cooperation possible. The participants propose that a follow-up gathering should take place very soon.
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